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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


To  : 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Swansea  Port  Health  Authority. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Thirty-first  and  Final  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  your 
Authority. 

It  was  my  intention  to  make  this  report  a summary  of  my  forty  years’  experience  of  the  health  work 
of  your  Authority,  but  unfortunately,  I have  been  laid  up  for  the  last  two  months  and  I do  not  feel  well 
enough  to  make  so  full  and  detailed  a report  as  I had  in  mind,  and  must  therefore  confine  myself 
to  something  shorter. 

The  building  and  opening  of  the  King’s  and  Queen’s  Docks,  and  the  closing  of  the  North  Dock,  are 
the  principal  physical  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the  Swansea  area.  This  has  afforded  increased 
accommodation  for  shipping,  and,  to  some  extent,  modified  the  distribution  of  these  ships  in  the  various 
docks.  At  the  same  time,  fluctuation  and  variation  in  certain  trades  have  been  contributing  to  the  same 
thing,  which  is  the  local  reflection  of  the  fluctuations  of  world  trade  generally. 

The  number  of  cases  of  sickness  on  vessels  arriving  in  the  various  ports  under  your  Authority  has 
continued  remarkably  low,  and  no  cases  of  the  most  serious  infectious  diseases  have  had  to  be  dealt  with. 
The  result  of  the  coming  into  force  of  the  new  1933  Regulations  may  have  contributed  to  this,  but  there 
has  been  evidence  of  some  of  the  masters  of  incoming  vessels  not  being  quite  clear  as  to  their  duties  under 
the  regulations  and  the  method  in  which  they  should  be  carried  out. 

The  issue  of  Deratisation  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates  has  greatly  contributed  to  the 
solution  of  the  problem  of  rat-infestation  on  ships.  There  has  been  a marked  decrease  in  the 
number  of  rats  found  on  ships,  not  only  in  the  local  ports,  but  this  applies  to  all  the  ports  in 
the  British  Isles,  and  indeed  all  over  the  world,  with  the  result  of  a large  diminution  of  the  risk 
of  any  outbreak  of  plague  in  the  world  generally.  I think  this  can  be  claimed  to  be  a distinct 
advance  in  port  health  work. 

As  this  is  my  final  report  I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Davies  for  his  conscientious  carrying  out 
of  his  duties  during  the  last  thirteen  years  he  has  been  Chief  Inspector. 

I must  express  to  the  Chairman,  past  Chairmen,  and  other  members  of  the  Committee  my 
thanks  for  their  kindness  to  me  when  I have  found  it  necessary  to  consult  them,  and  to  add  that 
it  is  with  regret  that  I terminate  my  period  of  nearly  forty  years  as  Medical  Officer  to  the  Swansea 
Port  Health  Authority. 
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Finally,  I once  more  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Collector  and  Officers  of  H.M. 
Customs,  and  the  Superintendent  and  Officers  of  H.M.  Board  of  Trade,  also  Docks  Managers, 
Dock  Masters  and  Pilots  of  all  the  ports  under  your  jurisdiction,  and  the  Officer  of  the  South 
Wales  Sea  Fisheries  Committee  for  their  cordial  co-operation  and  assistance  to  me  and  the  Staff 
in  carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 


Port  Health  Offices, 

10,  Somerset  Place, 
SWANSEA. 

March,  1939. 


AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

The  totals  of  vessels  and  tonnage,  foreign  and  coastwise,  entering  the  Swansea  Port  Health  District, 
are  kindly  supplied  by  H.M.  Collector  of  Customs,  with  the  exception  of  fishing  vessels,  which  are  compiled 
from  the  records  of  the  department. 


TABLE  A. 


Number. 

Tonnage . 

Number  Inspected. 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
Defective. 

Number 
of  Vessels 
on  which 
defects 
were 

remedied. 

Number  of 
Vessels 
reported  as 
having,  or  having 
had,  during  the 
voyage  infectious 
disease  on  board. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of  Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

FOREIGN. 

Steamers 

2,160 

2,202.698 

40 

2,016 

1 

8 

Y 368 

350 

•Motor 

274 

474,122 

24 

231 

J 

L i 

Sailing 

12 

1,130 

3 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Fishing 

3 

2 66 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  FOREIGN 

2,439 

2,678,216 

67 

2,259 

368 

350 

9 

COASTWISE. 

Steamers 

2,179 

1,513,725 

— 

1,944 

1 

r e 

y 276 

262 

•Motor 

433 

111,948 

— 

381 

J 

l 

Sailing 

1 

52 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Fishing 

496 

58,516 

1 

496 

34 

34 

— 

TOTAL  COASTWISE  .. 

3,109 

1,684,241 

1 

2.822 

310 

296 

6 

TOTAL  FOREIGN  & COASTWISE 

5,548 

4,362,457 

68 

6,081 

678 

646 

16 

* Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 
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Totals  of  vessels  and  tonnage,  foreign  and  coastwise,  entering  the  individual  ports  comprising  the 
Swansea  Port  Health  District. 


District. 

Foreign. 

Tonnage. 

Coastwise. 

Tonnage. 

Total  Vessels 
Foreign 
and 

Coastwise. 

Total  Tonnage 
F oreign 
and 

Coastwise. 

SWANSEA 

1,704 

2,098,190 

2,399 

1,329,065 

4,103 

3,427,255 

NEATH  

90 

27,287 

225 

47,763 

315 

75,050 

PORT  TALBOT  

645 

552,739 

438 

297,648 

1,083 

850,387 

PORTHCAWL  

— 

— 

47 

9,765 

47 

9,765 

TOTALS  

2,439 

2,678,216 

3,109 

1,684,241 

5,548 

4,362,457 

Number  of  vessels,  tonnage  (foreign  and  coastwise),  entering  the  Swansea  Port  Health  District 

during  the  preceding  five  years. 


Year. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Total  Foreign 
and  Coastwise. 

Tonn 

age. 

Total  Tonnage 
Foreign  and  Coastwise 

Foreign. 

Coastwise. 

Foreign. 

Coastwise. 

1933 

3,080 

3,573 

6,653 

3,424,579 

1,637,138 

5,061,717 

1934 

2,687 

3,823 

6,510 

2,710,902 

2,375,808 

5,086,710 

1935 

2,451 

3,476 

5,927 

2,469,999 

2,177,575 

4,647,574 

1936 

2,830 

3,025 

5,855 

2,962,533 

1,501,527 

4,464,060 

1937 

2,439 

3,109 

5,548 

2,678,216 

1,684,241 

4,362,457 

CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT. 

TABLE  B. 

Passenger  traffic  during  the  year  : — No  passenger  traffic  is  dealt  with  at  the  port. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS. 

The  port  is  not  an  accredited  alien  port,  but  alien  passengers  arriving  in  cargo  vessels,  who  intended  to 
remain  in  this  country  for  more  than  three  months,  were  subjected  to  medical  examination. 

Number  of  cargo  vessels  arriving  with  alien  passengers  ....  4 

Total  number  of  alien  passengers  medically  examined  ....  30 

Certificates  issued  ....  ....  ....  • ....  ....  Nil 
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Cargo  traffic.  Principal  imports  and  exports  :■ — 

IMPORTS. — Iron  Ore,  Copper  and  other  Ores,  Iron  and  Steel,  Timber  and  Deals,  Pitwood  and 
Mining  Timber,  Grain  and  Flour,  Potatoes,  Onions,  Fish,  General  Merchandise  and  Oil. 

EXPORTS. — Cement,  Coal  and  Coke,  Patent  Fuel,  Iron  and  Steel  Rails,  Tinplates,  Grain  and  Flour, 
General  Merchandise  and  Oil. 

SWANSEA.  PORT  TALBOT. 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total  Imports 
and  Exports. 

Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total  Imports 
and  Exports. 

1934 

Tons 

1,049,460 

Tons 

4,674,487 

Tons 

5,723,947 

1934 

Tons 

620,814 

Tons 

2,037,460 

Tons 

2,658,274 

1935 

1,051,904 

4,139,414 

5,191,318 

1935 

612,622 

1,833,599 

2,446,221 

1936 

1,120,009 

3,912,791 

5,032,800 

1936 

653,609 

1,812,314 

2,465,923 

1937 

1,451,002 

4,902,334 

6,353,336 

1937 

666,913 

1,760,560 

2,427,473 

1938 

1,104,378 

4,406,640 

5,511,018 

1938 

502,696 

1,513,810 

2,010,506 

FOREIGN  PORTS  FROM  WHICH  VESSELS  ARRIVE. 

The  trade  of  the  port  is  world-wide,  and  the  principal  countries  and  ports  from  which  vessels  arrive 
are  as  follows  : — 


Country. 

Africa 

America 


Australia 

Baltic  and  Scandinavian 
Ports 

Belgium 

Black  Sea  and  Danubian 
Ports 
Canada 

Far  Eastern  Ports 
France 


Germany 


Ports. 

Alexandria,  Algiers,  Dakar,  Durban,  Lagos,  Mombasa,  Oran,  Port  Said, 
Suez,  Tunis,  etc. 

Buenos  Ayres,  Callao,  Cristobal,  Curacao,  Monte  Video,  New  York, 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  Rosario,  San  Francisco,  San  Nicolas,  Santa  Fe, 
Santos,  Trinidad,  etc. 

Adelaide,  Brisbane,  Fremantle,  Melbourne,  Port  Lincoln,  Port  Pirie, 
Sydney,  N.S.W.,  etc. 

Bergen,  Christiansund,  Danzig,  Fredrikstad,  Gothenburg,  Haugesund, 
Helsingfors,  Norrkoping,  Oslo,  Reval,  Riga,  Skoghall,  Stavanger, 
Stockholm,  Copenhagen,  etc. 

Antwerp,  Bruges,  Brussels,  Ostend,  etc. 

Batoum,  Braila,  Constanza,  Galatz,  Ismail,  Novorossisk,  Odessa, 
Theodosia,  etc. 

Botwood,  Montreal,  Quebec,  St.  John’s,  N.B.,  St.  John’s,  N.F.,  Vancouver, 
B.C.,  Victoria,  B.C.,  etc. 

Hong  Kong,  Nagasaki,  Osaka,  Shanghai,  Yokohama,  etc. 

Bayonne,  Bordeaux,  Brest,  Caen,  Calais,  Cherbourg,  Dunkirk,  Havre, 
Honfleur,  La  Pallice,  Lorient,  Marseilles,  Nantes,  Rochefort,  Rouen, 
St.  Nazaire,  Treport,  etc. 

Bremen,  Bremerhaven,  Hamburg,  Stettin,  Stolpmunde,  Wilhelmshaven, 
etc. 
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Greece  Patras,  Piraeus,  Salonica,  etc. 

Holland  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam,  etc. 

India  Bombay,  Calcutta,  Madras,  Rangoon,  etc. 

Iran  Abadan. 

Iraq  Basra. 

Italy  Bari,  Genoa,  Spezia,  Trieste,  etc. 

Palestine  Haifa. 

Portugal  Leixoes,  Lisbon,  Oporto,  Setubal,  Vianna  do  Gastello,  etc. 

Spain  Alicante,  Almeria,  Aviles,  Barcelona,  Bilbao,  Cadiz,  Corunna,  Huelva, 

Malaga,  Pasages,  Santander,  Seville,  Tarragona,  Valencia,  Vigo, 
etc. 

Syria  Tripoli. 

Turkey  Istanbul,  Izmir,  etc. 

U.S.S.R.  ...  Archangel,  Leningrad,  Murmansk,  Onega,  etc. 


OIL  TRADE. 

Swansea  has,  in  the  space  of  a few  years,  become  one  of  the  leading  oil  ports  and  distributing  centres 
in  the  country,  and  the  imports  of  oil  and  spirits  have  exceeded  2,000,000  tons  per  annum. 

A regular  service  of  tank  steamers  of  8,000  to  12,000  tons  capacity  bring  the  crude  oil  from  Abadan, 
in  Iran  ; cargoes  of  oil  also  arrive  from  the  Mexican  oil-fields.  The  facilities  installed  are  such  that  a 
10,000  tons  tanker  can  discharge  a full  cargo  in  12  hours,  and  a vessel  of  a similar  size  can  load  the  refined 
product  in  20  hours.  At  the  jetty  adjoining  the  entrance  to  the  King’s  Dock,  the  largest  liners  can  replenish 
their  bunkers  without  entering  the  dock. 

Depots  have  been  established  by  the  Anglo-Iranian  Oil  Co.,  Ltd.,  or  its  subsidiaries,  at  the  following 
places  : — Suez,  Port  Said,  Dunkirk,  Antwerp,  Hamburg,  Danzig,  Oslo,  Copenhagen,  etc.,  to  all  of  which 
ports  Swansea  acts  as  the  base  of  distribution,  thus  making  it  the  centre  of  distribution  of  the  refined  products 
throughout  the  world. 


FISH  TRADE. 

The  Consolidated  Fisheries,  Ltd.,  of  Grimsby,  are  firmly  established  with  a fleet  of  30  modern  deep 
sea  trawlers,  whose  chief  fishing  grounds  are  off  the  west  coast  of  Ireland.  This  fleet  is  considerably 
augmented  during  seasons  by  fishing  trawlers  from  Brixham,  Ramsgate,  etc.  About  12,000  tons  of  fish  are 
landed  annually. 

An  ice  factory  has  been  installed  in  connection  with  the  industry,  with  an  average  daily  production 
of  60  tons  of  ice.  At  the  Queen’s  Dock,  the  Company  have  an  offal  works,  where  fish  manure  is  manu- 
factured, and  it  has  assumed  large  proportions. 
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SOURCE  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  For  the  Port.  ( b ) For  Shipping,  (c)  Number  of  Water  Boats  and  their  Sanitary  Condition. 

(a)  The  ports  of  Swansea,  Neath,  and  Port  Talbot,  which  comprise  the  Port  Health  District,  derive 
their  water  supplies  from  the  public  service  supply,  maintained  by  their  respective  Corporations.  Samples 
of  water  are  periodically  examined,  and  are  found  to  be  free  from  contamination.  Water  mains  are  laid 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  respective  ports. 


(b)  All  shipping  is  supplied  through  these  sources  from  hydrants,  which  are  conveniently  placed 
for  the  supplying  of  vessels. 


(c)  No  water  boats  are  used  in  any  of  the  ports  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Authority. 


PORT  SANITARY  REGULATIONS,  1933. 


In  accordance  with  Circular  1508  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  25th  November,  1935,  detailed 
reports  have  been  omitted,  as  the  procedure  set  out  in  my  report  for  the  year  1933  remains 
unaltered. 


Seamen  cases  of  venereal  disease  admitted  for  treatment  at  the  clinics  : — 


SWANSEA  CENTRE. 


PORT  TALBOT  CENTRE. 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Syphilis 

51  ... 

76  ... 

40 

Syphilis 

19  . 

. 20  .. 

17 

Soft  Chancre  ... 

9 ... 

5 ... 

7 

Soft  Chancre 

.. 

1 .. 

3 

Gonorrhoea 

57  ... 

74  ... 

49 

Gonorrhoea 

21  . 

28  .. 

29 

Others 

10  ... 

34  ... 

20 

Others 

...  .. 

6 .. 

3 

Totals 

127 

189 

116 

Totals 

40 

55 

52 

The  clinic  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  among  sailors  in  Swansea  and  all  ports  in  the  Counties 
of  Carmarthen,  Pembroke  and  Cardiganshire  is  at  the  Swansea  General  and  Eye  Hospital. 


The  ports  of  Port  Talbot  and  Neath  are  served  by  the  clinic  opened  at  Port  Talbot  under  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council. 

Facilities  for  the  free  treatment  of  such  diseases  at  the  above  clinics  are  notified  to  the  masters  of 
vessels  on  arrival,  and  leaflets  giving  information  on  the  dangers  of  these  diseases  and  the  facilities  for  free 
treatment  are  supplied  to  the  crews  by  the  Inspectors.  It  is  also  pointed  out  that  the  facilities  for  treatment 
are  free  to  all  nationalities. 
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TABLE  C. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Cases  during  the  year. 

No.  of  Vessels 
concerned. 

Average  No. 
of  Cases  for 
previous  5 years. 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

Beri-Beri 







0.8 

Chiekenpox 

— 

1 

1 

0.0 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

1 

1 

0.0 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

0.2 

Malaria 

■ 

2 

2 

6.4 

Measles 

— 

1 

1 

0.0 

Pneumonia 

0.4 

TOTALS  

— 

5 

5 

7.8 

TABLE  D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  Vessels  during  the  voyage  but  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Cases  duri 

ng  the  year. 

No.  of  Vessels 
concerned. 

Average  No. 
of  Cases  for 
previous  5 years. 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

Cerebro -Spinal  Fever 

0.4 

Chiekenpox 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1.0 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

1 

0.0 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

1 

0.0 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

2 

2 

0.4 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

0.2 

Malaria 

— 

15 

4 

13.8 

Measles 

— 

4 

2 

0.2 

Mumps 

— 

— 

— 

0.6 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

1.6 

Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

0.2 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

0.6 

TOTALS  

— 

25 

12 

19.0 

SWANSEA, 


Vessels  and  crews  examined  at  the  Boarding  Station  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  giving  details  of 
sickness  reported  on  arrival,  and  during  the  voyage. 


Date. 

Name  of  Vessel. 

Reg. 

Tons. 

Nationality. 

Where  from. 

No.  of 
Persons 
on  board. 

Remarks. 

1938 
Jan.  5 

Georgios  P.  s.s. 

2590 

Greek 

Novorossisk 

30 

Seaman  suffering  from  abdominal  pains 

11 

British  Chivalry,  s.s. 

4237 

British 

Haifa 

42 

referred  to  Company’s  doctor. 
All  well. 

„ 12 

Thermaikos,  s.s. 

2722 

Greek 

Rosario 

30 

do. 

20 

Eleonora  Maersk,  m.v. 

0528 

Danish 

Haifa 

35 

do. 

„ 20 

Salmonpool,  s.s. 

3028 

British 

Galveston 

37 

do. 

„ 20 

British  Inventor,  s.s. 

4226 

do. 

Haifa 

41 

do. 

Feb.  14 

John  Knudsen,  m.v. 

5397 

Norwegian 

Abadan,  Suez  and 

36 

do. 

„ 18 

Eleonora  Maersk,  m.v. 

6528 

Danish 

Port  Said 
Haifa 

36 

do. 

„ 23 

Arinia,  m.v. 

4777 

British 

Balik  Papan, 

56 

Seaman  taken  to  hospital  at  Suez  with 

Mar.  7 

British  Consul,  s.s. 

4114 

do. 

Singapore  and 
Suez 
Haifa 

40 

fracture  of  leg. 
All  well. 

,,  8 

British  Advocate,  s.s. 

4129 

do. 

Abadan,  Suez  and 

50 

do. 

8 

At-helsultan,  m.v. 

5259 

do. 

Port  Said 
do. 

39 

do. 

10 

Deerpool,  s.s. 

3172 

do. 

Williamstown, 

35 

do. 

„ 24 

Buesten,  m.v. 

3041 

Norwegian 

Durban,  Dakar 
and  Madeira, 
Aruba 

28 

do. 

„ 28 

Sagona,  m.v. 

4471 

do. 

Singapore 

46 

do. 

April  8 

British  Consul,  s.s. 

4115 

British 

Haifa 

43 

do. 

„ 20 

British  Colony,  s.s. 

4134 

do. 

Abadan,  Suez  and 

50 

Two  D.B.S.  returning  home.  One 

May  5 

British  Hussar,  s.s. 

4098 

do. 

Port  Said 
Haifa 

48 

discharged  from  hospital  with  diabetes 
and  the  other  with  injury  of  wrist. 

Seaman  suffering  from  quinsey.  Pro- 

,,  7 

British  Honour,  m.v. 

4174 

do. 

Abadan,  Suez  and 

51 

ceeded  home  for  medical  treatment. 
All  well. 

„ 10 

Loosdrecht,  m.'v. 

5592 

Dutch 

Port  Said 
do. 

32 

do. 

„ 12 

British  Justice,  m.v. 

4122 

British 

do. 

64 

do. 

„ 21 

British  Ambassador,  s.s. 

4109 

do. 

do. 

50 

do. 

5,  26 

Aghios  Spyridon,  s.s. 

1105 

Greek 

Braila 

23 

do. 

June  1 

Wind,  m.v. 

3039 

Norwegian 

Texas  City  ... 

32 

do. 

10 

British  Engineer  s.s. 

4005 

British 

Abadan,  Suez  and 

50 

Seaman  suffering  from  venereal  disease. 

„ 19 

Hoegh  Ray,  m.v 

5059 

Norwegian 

Port  Said 
do. 

36 

Referred  to  clinic. 
All  well. 

„ 20 

British  Hope,  n ,v. 

41 75 

British 

do. 

49  | 

do. 
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PREVENTIVE  MEASURES  AGAINST  IMPORTATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  — Continued. 


Date. 

Name  of  Vessel. 

Reg. 

Tons. 

Nationality. 

Where  from. 

No.  of 
Persons 
on  board 

1938 
July  2 

Cerro  Ebano,  s.s. 

5543 

U.S.A. 

Aruba 

41 

5 

British  Motorist,  m.v. 

4088 

British 

Haifa 

46 

,,  7 

Athos,  m.v. 

4867 

do. 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

34 

,,  8 

British  Chivalry,  s.s. 

4237 

do. 

Haifa 

42 

„ 12 

British  Councillor,  s.s. 

4189 

do. 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

47 

„ 14 

British  Fusilier,  s.s. 

4083 

do. 

Tripoli  (Syria) 

43 

„ 14 

British  Inventor,  s.s. 

4226 

do. 

Haifa 

41 

„ 16 

British  Viscount,  s.s. 

4073 

do. 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

42 

„ 18 
July  25 

Panos,  s.s. 
Dixi,  s.v. 

3011 

89 

do. 

French 

Bahia  Blanca,  Rio  de 
Janeiro  and  St. 
Vincent  (C.V.I.) 
Roscoff 

35 

17 

Aug.  15 

British  Grenadier,  s.s. 

4019 

British 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

44 

„ 15 

Sapho,  m.sl. 

91 

French 

Roscoff 

20 

„ 20 

Dixi,  s.v. 

89 

do. 

do. 

8 

„ 23 

Elpis,  s.s. 

2276 

Greek 

San  Nicolas  and 
Dakar 

27 

„ 28 

British  Colonel,  s.s. 

4136 

British 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

46 

Sept.  5 

Dixi,  s.v. 

89 

French 

Roscoff 

6 

» 5 

Winamac,  s.s. 

5207 

British 

Haifa 

45 

„ 9 

British  Fusilier,  s.s. 

4083 

do. 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

43 

„ 15 

British  Yeoman,  s.s. 

4092 

do. 

Haifa 

44 

„ 15 

Selvistan,  s.s. 

3190 

do. 

Three  Rivers 
(Canada) 

35 

„ 19 

Carelia,  m.v. 

4712 

do. 

Curacao 

55 

Oct.  1 

Dunraven  Castle,  st.  tr. 

107 

British 

Sea 

10 

„ 5 

British  Honour,  m.v. 

4174 

do 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

47 

„ 6 

Streonshalh,  s.s. 

2370 

do 

Montreal 

39 

Remarks. 


All  well, 
do. 
do. 


do. 

D.B.S.,  returning  home  convalescent 
from  neurasthenia. 

All  well, 
do. 

Seaman  removed  to  Hill  House  Isolation 
Hospital  for  obesrvation,  suffering 
from  inguinal  bubo.  A D.B.S., 
suffering  from  lung  trouble,  proceeded 
to  his  home. 

All  well. 


do. 

Fireman  suffering  from  scalp  wound 
and  injury  .of  chest.  Proceeded  to 
his  home  at  Falmouth. 

All  well. 

do. 

do. 


Fifth  engineer  with  eczema.  Referred 
to  Company’s  M.O. 

All  well. 

do. 

do. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

Seaman  died  by  hanging  during  the 
voyage.  Body  landed  at  Swansea. 

Passenger  invalided  home  suffering 
from  gastric  trouble. 

All  well. 
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PREVENTIVE  MEASURES  AGAINST  IMPORTATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  -Continued. 


Date 

Name  of  Vessel. 

Reg. 

Tons. 

Nationality. 

Where  from. 

No.  of 
Persons 
on  board. 

Remarks. 

1938 
Oct.  8 

British  Motorist,  m.v. 

4088 

do. 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

49 

All  well. 

10 

Carina,  m.v. 

3610 

Swedish 

do. 

33 

do. 

„ 11 

Queen  City,  s.s. 

2978 

British 

Adelaide 

40 

do. 

„ 16 

British  Honour,  m.v. 

4071 

do 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

46 

Seaman  removed  to  Hill  House  Isolation 
Hospital  suffering  from  malaria. 

21 

British  Power,  m.v. 

4967 

do. 

do. 

46 

Asst.  Steward  with  fracture  of  ankle. 
Proceeded  home  for  treatment. 
Carpenter  had  been  ill  with  sand  fly 
fever.  Proceeded  home  for  treat- 
ment. 

Nov.  4 

Dunsley,  s.s. 

2317 

do 

Rosario 

34 

All  well. 

„ 21 

Strix,  m.v. 

3719 

Norwegian 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

32 

do. 

„ 21 

Malaikos,  s.s. 

2505 

Greek 

Galatz  and  Sulina  

29 

do. 

„ 28 

British  Merchant,  s.s. 

4014 

British 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

48 

do. 

„ 28 

Bur,  s.s. 

2619 

Norwegian 

Three  Rivers 
(Canada) 

31 

do. 

„ 20 

British  Statesman,  s.s. 

4150 

British 

Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said 

45 

D.B.S.,  invalided  home  with  jaundice. 

Dec.  23 

Kongsgaard,  m.v. 

5677 

do 

do. 

36 

do. 

„ 27 

British  Consul,  s.s. 

4114 

do 

do. 

48 

Seaman  suffering  from  venereal  disease 
referred  to  clinic.  Fireman  with 

injury  of  his  leg,  referred  for  treat- 
ment. 

PORT  TALBOT  DISTRICT. 


Date. 

Name  of  Vessel. 

Reg. 

Tons. 

Nationality. 

Where  from. 

No.  of 
Persons 
on  board. 

Remarks. 

1938 
Jan.  5 

Andrea,  s.s. 

3124 

Italian 

Abu  Zenima 

30 

All  well. 

May  11 

Tabaristan,  s.s. 

3989 

British 

do. 

57 

do. 

Aug.  1 1 

Gartavon,  s.s. 

933 

do . 

Bona  via  Cork 

23 

A.B.  removed  to  hospital  at 
suffering  from  typhoid  fever, 
further  cases  developed. 

Cork 

No 

Nov.  8 

Vasilios,  T.,  s.s. 

2235 

Greek 

Abu  Zenima  and 
Malta 

20 

All  well. 
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MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 

Rats  captured  on  vessels  are  superficially  examined  before  cremation  and  specimen  rats  sent  to 
the  Beck  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  Vessels  arriving  from  infected  or  suspected  ports 
are  examined  for  the  presence  of  dead  rats,  and  should  any  rats  be  caught  when  in  port,  specimens  are 
always  sent  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Similar  measures  are  adopted  when  dealing  with  rats  caught  on  quays,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc., 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  port. 

Ships  loading  or  discharging  are  requested,  when  possible,  to  have  all  mooring  chains  and  ropes 
guarded  by  rat  discs  properly  fixed  in  position  ; gangways,  etc.,  raised  at  night  ; and  lighters  removed 
from  alongside  after  working  hours.  All  grain  vessels  are  kept  moored  away  from  the  wharf  while  being 
discharged. 

Ships  arriving  from  infected  or  suspected  ports,  grain  ships,  general  cargo,  and  other  ships  on  which 
there  is  reported  to  be  the  presence  of  rats,  are  examined  by  the  Inspectors. 

All  parts  of  the  ship,  particularly  those  which  are  most  remote  and  difficult  of  access,  are  thoroughly 
searched  by  the  Inspectors,  who,  in  estimating  the  rat  prevalence  are  guided  by  the  various  rat  indications, 
such  as  the  amount  of  excreta,  whether  recent  or  stale,  runs,  gnawings,  nests,  damage  to  cargo,  markings, 
harbourage,  etc. 

When  ships  are  examined  for  rat  infestation  or  for  fumigation  purposes,  any  harbourage,  runs,  access 
to  stores,  peaks,  etc.,  are  sought  and  when  any  harbourage  such  as  pipe  casings,  sheathings,  wooden  floors, 
dunnage,  etc.,  is  found  to  exist,  the  master  or  owners  are  advised  as  to  any  improvements  which  are  prac- 
ticable to  correct  or  eliminate  the  same. 

Quays,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  are  periodically  inspected  and  the  extent  of  rat  infestation  reported 
upon.  When  necessary,  notices  are  served  on  the  owners,  followed  by  advice  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
destruction.  Most  warehousemen  are  supplied  with  traps  and  poison  baits  and  are  making  efforts  to  reduce 
the  rat  population.  Large  areas  devoted  to  the  storage  of  timber,  deals,  and  pitprops,  etc.,  are  also  kept 
under  observation  and  when  necessary,  poison  baits  are  laid. 

The  rat-proofing  of  docks  and  wharves  presents  a difficult  problem.  In  recent  years  most  of  the 
warehouses  and  transit  sheds  have  been  practically  rendered  rat-proof  by  the  abolishment  of  unnecessary 
woodwork,  and  the  laying  of  patent  concrete  floors. 

In  recently  constructed  warehouses,  the  latest  methods  designed  to  reduce  rat  harbourage  to  a 
minimum,  have  been  adopted,  and  when  the  reconstruction  of  any  of  the  older  type  of  warehouse  takes 
place,  similar  improvements  have  been  carried  out. 

Deratisation  Certificates  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates. 

Articles  1!)  to  21  inclusive  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933,  provide  for  the  application  of 
Article  28  of  the  International  Sanitary  Convention  of  Paris,  1926,  which  makes  it  obligatory  on  the  arrival 
of  a ship  from  a foreign  port,  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  require  the  master  to  produce  a valid 
deratisation  certificate  or  a valid  deratisation  exemption  certificate. 
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Tf  no  valid  certificate  is  produced,  the  regulations  require  the  ship  to  be  inspected  and  a dated 
deratisation  exemption  certificate  to  be  issued  if  the  ship  is  free  from  rats,  or  is  maintained  in  such  a manner 
that  the  number  of  rats  on  board  is  kept  down  to  a minimum.  If  the  ship  is  not  so  maintained,  the  master 
must  make  arrangements  for  deratisation  to  be  carried  out  in  a manner  approved  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  After  the  deratisation  (which  is  usually  carried  out  by  fumigation  with  sulphur  dioxide  or 
hydrogen  cyanide)  has  been  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Medical  Officer,  a dated  deratisation 
certificate  is  issued. 

These  certificates  are  only  valid  for  six  months  but  this  period  may  be  extended  for  one  month  in 
the  case  of  a ship  proceeding  to  her  home  port.  The  certificates  are  recognised  throughout  the  world  and 
are  only  issued  at  ports  possessing  the  equipment  and  personnel  necessary  for  the  deratisation  of  ships, 
and  which  have  been  approved  and  notified  to  the  Office  International  d’Hygiene  Publique,  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  concerned. 

This  Authority  does  not  undertake  the  fumigation  of  vessels  but  supervises  the  operation.  The  ship- 
owner or  agent  engage  firms  who  contract  for  this  class  of  work,  and  it  is  necessary  to  supply  the  firm  under- 
taking the  fumigation  with  the  cubic  contents  of  each  compartment  to  be  fumigated.  It  must  be  understood 
that  this  Authority  will  not  be  responsible  for  any  accidents  which  may  occur  during  or  after  the  process 
of  fumigation. 

It  is  therefore  important  for  the  contractor  undertaking  the  fumigation  to  certify  when  the  ship  is 
clear  of  the  fumigant  and  safe  for  the  officers,  crew  and  workmen  to  return  to  the  ship. 

If  hydrogen  cyanide  is  used  the  precautions  advised  in  the  “ Memorandum  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  on  the  fumigation  of  ships  with  hydrogen  cyanide  ” should  be  carefully  observed. 

Fumigation  Standards. 

No  fumigation  standards  are  laid  down,  but  the  following  provisional  standards  for  empty  ships 
have  been  recommended.  The  quantities  of  fumigant,  and  the  periods  of  exposure  vary  according  to  the 
purpose  of  the  fumigation.  For  the  destruction  of  rats  and  fleas  the  following  quantities  and  periods  of 
exposure  are  recommended. 

Fumigation  with  hydrogen  cyanide. 

For  each  1,000  cubic  feet  to  be  fumigated,  not  less  than  2 ounces  of  liquefied  hydrogen  cyanide 
required.  When  the  fumigant  used  is  “ Zyklon  B ” an  equivalent  to  60  grammes  of  hydrogen  cyanide 
per  1,000  cubic  feet  is  needed. 

The  minimum  time  of  exposure  is  two  hours. 

Fumigating  with  sulphur  dioxide. 

For  each  1,000  cubic  feet  of  space,  3 lbs.  of  sulphur  burnt  in  open  containers  with  a minimum  exposure 
of  6 hours.  For  vapourising  liquid  sulphur  dioxide  2 lbs.  for  each  pound  of  sulphur. 

In  pursuance  of  the  above-mentioned  regulations,  a total  of  387  certificates  were  issued,  27  of  them 
being  deratisation  certificates  and  the  remaining  360  deratisation  exemption  certificates.  Of  the  vessels 
granted  deratisation  certificates,  6 were  fumigated  with  sulphur  dioxide,  159  rats  being  destroyed,  and 
21  fumigated  with  hydrogen  cyanide,  275  rats  being  destroyed,  bringing  the  number  of  rats  destroyed  on 
vessels  deratised  up  to  434. 
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Deratisation  exemption  certificates  were  granted  chiefly  to  the  regular  local  continental  traders. 
Owing  to  the  character  of  the  trade  of  the  port,  these  vessels  are  mainly  engaged  in  carrying  cargoes  which 
are  unattractive  to  rats.  From  experience  it  is  exceptional  to  find  any  of  these  rat  infested,  only  slight 
traces  being  occasionally  found.  Traces  very  slight  and  localised  were  found  on  17  of  t He  ships  to  which 
deratisation  exemption  certificates  were  issued,  and  corrective  measures  bv  trapping,  etc.,  on  these  vessels 
resulted  in  33  rats  being  destroyed. 

Measures  of  rat  destruction  were  also  carried  out  on  vessels,  other  than  those  dealt  with  under  the 
former  regulations.  Vessels,  although  possessing  valid  certificates,  were  systematically  examined  for  the 
presence  of  rats  and  on  32  of  such  vessels  trapping,  etc.,  was  employed  and  178  rats  destroyed. 

Warehouses,  wharves,  quays,  etc.,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  docks  are  periodically  inspected  for  rat 
infestation  and  harbourage,  and  when  necessary,  continual  measures  by  trapping,  laying  of  poison  baits, 
etc.,  are  employed  to  reduce  the  rat  population.  As  a result  of  such  action  a total  of  1,135  rats  were 
destroyed. 

Throughout  the  year  79  specimen  rats  from  vessels  and  108  from  warehouses,  etc.,  were  bacteriologic- 
allv  examined  at  the  Beck  Laboratory,  all  being  found  free  from  plague. 


RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

TABLE  E. 

(1)— On  Vessels. 


Number  of  Rats. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.  April 

1 

May 

J line 

J uly 

Aug.  1 Sept. 

Oc-t. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 
in  Year. 

Black 

4 

8 

54  j 13 

143 

19 

33 

47  5 

14 

10 

45 

395 

Brown 

3 

18 

13  40 

20 

7 

34 

21  3 

15 

7 

61 

242 

Species  not  recor  Jed 



— 



5 

— 

3 

4 

2 

— 

— 

14 

Examined  ... 

4 

9 

6 4 

20 

3 

4 

6 4 

3 

2 

14 

79 

Infected  with  plague 

— 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

PARTICULARS  OF  VESSELS  FUMIGATED 


Date 

Fumigated. 

lO'lH 

Name  of  Vessel. 

Reg. 

Tons. 

Nationality. 

Where  from. 

Fumigant. 

Rats 

recovered . 

Jan. 

10 

Cristales,  s.s. 

3301 

British 

Portishead 

H.C.N. 

1 2 

10 

Matina,  s.s. 

3298 

do. 

Liverpool 

H.C.N. 

Feb. 

7 

Tetela,  s.s.  ... 

3302 

do. 

Southampton 

H.C.N. 

10 

12 

Aracataca,  s.s. 

3298 

do. 

Garston  ... 

H.C.N. 

6 

,, 

21 

Tucurinca,  s.s. 

3334 

do. 

Liverpool 

H.C.N. 

2 

,, 

28 

Patia,  s.s.  ... 

3296 

do. 

Liverpool 

H.C.N. 

i 

Mar. 

2 

Norwegian,  s.s. 

4008 

do. 

Avonmouth 

H.C.N. 

41 

7 

Tortuguero,  s.s. 

3295 

do. 

Avonmouth 

H.C.N. 

3 

14 

Manistee,  s.s. 

3288 

do. 

Portishead 

H.C.N. 

4 

,, 

14 

Cumberland,  s.s.  ... 

6801 

do. 

Glasgow 

H.C.N. 

— 

25 

Eastlea,  s.s. 

2582 

do. 

Liverpool 

S.O.2. 

19 

April 

28 

City  of  Melbourne,  s.s. 

4124 

do. 

Antwerp 

S.O.2. 

41 

May 

9 

Kirkpool,  s.s. 

3017 

do. 

Liverpool 

S.O.2. 

61 

26 

fCyril,  s.s. 

1267 

Danish 

Cardiff 

H.C.N. 

8 

June 

1 

1 lefender,  s.s. 

5280 

British 

Zaandam 

H.C.N. 

68 

1 

Orao,  s.s. 

3125 

do. 

Philadelphia 

H.C.N. 

5 

,, 

2 

Aghios  Spyridon,  s.s. 

1105 

Greek 

Braila 

H.C.N. 

9 

,, 

11 

*Arraiz,  s.s. 

2787 

Spanish 

Rio  de  Janeiro  ... 

S.O.2. 

— 

July 

18 

Dakotian,  s.s. 

... 

4064 

British 

Avonmouth 

H.C.N. 

61 

25 

Nieoya,  s.s. 

3314 

do. 

Southampton 

H.C.N. 

3 

Aug. 

1 

Mopan,  s.s. 

.. 

3298 

do. 

Southampton 

H.C.N. 

— 

Sept. 

12 

Penrose,  s.s. 

2629 

do. 

Manchester 

H.C.N. 

3 

Oct. 

17 

Huntingdon,  s.s.  ... 

6806 

do. 

Glasgow 

H.C.N. 

— 

Dec. 

12 

Dorelian,  s.s. 

4069 

do. 

Avonmouth 

H.C.N. 

51 

,, 

12 

Matina,  s.s. 



3298 

do. 

Bremerhaven 

H.C.N. 

6 

,, 

19 

Cornewall,  s.s. 

6623 

do. 

Glasgow 

H.C.N. 

— 

,, 

19 

Thornlea,  s.s. 

2548 

do. 

Greenock 

S.O.2. 

28 

>> 

19 

Gaeta,  s.s.  ... 

... 

2706 

Italian 

Liverpool 

S.O.2. 

10 

* Vessel  dealt  with  at  Port  Talbot,  f Examined  at  this  port  after  being  fumigated  at  Cardiff. 
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TABLE  F. 

(2) — In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses. 


Number  of  Rats. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 
in  Year 

Black 

40 

37 

53 

42 

60 

59 

30 

46 

38 

34 

34 

28 

501 

Brown 

47 

43 

53 

47 

49 

37 

48 

44 

62 

69 

60 

70 

629 

Species  not  recorded 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Examined  ... 

9 

7 

10 

10 

10 

9 

8 

9 

8 

10 

9 

9 

108 

Infected  with  plague 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rats  recovered  in  warehouses  and  wharves  in  the  vicinity  of  the  docks,  and  the  number  bacteriologically 
examined  : — 


Dock. 


Rats 

Recovered. 


Bacteriologically 

Examined. 


King’s 

Prince  of  Wales’ 

North 

South 


192  

23 

179 

19 

259  

15 

505 

51 

Total  ......  1135 


Total  108 


TABLE  G. 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “ infected  ” or  “ suspected  ” Vessels  or  Vessels 
from  plague  infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during  the  year. 


Total  Number 
of  such 
Vessels 
arriving. 

Number  of 
such  Vessesl 
fumigated 
by  S02. 

Number 
of  Rats 
killed. 

Number  of 
such  Vessels 
fumigated 
by  HCN. 

Number 
of  Rats 
killed. 

Number  of 
such  Vessels 
on  which 
trapping, 
poisoning, 
etc.,  were 
employed. 

Number 
of  Rats 
killed. 

Number  of 
such  Vessels 
on  which 
measures  of 
Rat  destruc- 
tion were  not 
carried  out. 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

68 

1 

23 

1 
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RATS,  FROM  VESSELS,  BACTERIOLOGICALLY  EXAMINED  AT  THE 

BECK  LABORATORY. 


Date. 

Name  of  Vessel. 

Where  from. 

No.  of  Rats 
examined. 

Result. 

1938. 

Jan.  3 

Euthalia,  s.s. 

Baltimore  (Tj.S.A.) 

1 

No  bacillus  pestis. 

„ 6 

Georgios,  P.,  s.s. 

Novorossisk 

2 

do. 

„ 19 

MacGregor,  s.s. 

Ayr 

1 

do. 

Feb.  7 

Tetela,  s.s. 

Southampton 

2 

do. 

„ 11 

Aracataca,  s.s. 

< larston  .... 

2 

do. 

„ 15 

lnari,  s.s. 

Tonnay  Charente 

1 

do. 

21 

Tucurinca,  s.s. 

Liverpool 

2 

do. 

„ 23 

Ivan  Topic,  s.s. 

Port  Pirie 

2 

do. 

Mar.  2 

Norwegian,  s.s. 

Avonmouth 

2 

do. 

,,  7 

Tortuguero,  s.s. 

Avonmouth 

2 

do. 

„ 25 

Eastlea.  s.s. 

Liverpool 

2 

do. 

April  4 

Airisto,  s.s. 

Glasgow 

i 

do. 

13 

Lionheart,  st.  tr.  . . . 

Sea 

i 

do. 

„ 28 

City  of  Melbourne,  s.s. 

Antwerp 

2 

do. 

May  10 

Kirkpool,  s.s. 

Liverpool 

2 

do. 

„ 13 

*Tabaristan,  s.s. 

Abu  Zenima 

2 

do. 

„ 17 

Rudby,  s.s. 

Rotterdam 

2 

do. 

„ 20 

Mount  Atlas,  s.s. 

Fremantle  and  Glasgow 

2 

do. 

„ 21 

Sulaco,  s.s. 

Garston  ... 

2 

do. 

„ 20 

fCyril.  s.s. 

Cardiff 

2 

do. 

28 

Aghios  Spvridon,  s.s. 

Braila 

2 

do. 

June  1 

Orao,  s.s. 

Philadelphia 

2 

do. 

,,  1 

Defender,  s.s. 

Zaandam 

4 

do. 

„ 2 

Wind,  m.v.  ... 

Texas  City 

2 

do. 

30 

Langleeford,  s.s. 

Liverpool 

i 

do. 

July  15 

Dakotian,  s.s. 

Avonmouth 

2 

do. 

„ 25 

Kelet,  s.s.  ... 

Montreal 

2 

do. 

00 

Aracataca,  s.s. 

Southampton 

i 

do. 

„ 15 

Bertha  Fisser,  s.s. 

Botwood  (Newfoundland) 

i 

do. 

„ 25 

Eluis,  s.s. 

San  Nicolas 

2 

do. 

29 

Doris,  s.s.  ... 

Black  Sea,  via  Barry 

2 

do. 

Sept.  1 3 

Hawkinge,  s.s. 

Rouen 

2 

do. 

„ 29 

Grelhead,  s.s. 

Hull 

2 

do. 

Nov.  15 

Firby,  s.s.  ... 

Manchester 

1 

do. 

„ 20 

Queen  Citv,  s.s. 

Adelaide 

2 

do. 

„ 23 

Malaikos,  s.s. 

Galatz 

2 

do. 

Dee.  1 

Grelhead,  s.s. 

London  ... 

2 

do. 

„ 6 

Boston  City,  s.s. 

Bristol 

1 

do. 

,,  7 

Baron  Haig,  s.s. 

Bordeaux 

1 

do. 

„ 12 

Dorelian,  s.s. 

Avonmouth 

2 

do. 

„ 13 

Matina.  s.s. 

Bremerhaven 

2 

do. 

„ 15 

Spidola,  s.s. 

Sharpness 

2 

do. 

„ 19 

Gaeta,  s.s.  ... 

Liverpool 

2 

do. 

19 

Thornlea,  s.s. 

Greenock 

2 

do. 

* FesseZ  dealt  with  at  Port  Talbot. 

t Examined  at  this  port  after  being  fumigated  at  Cardiff. 
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TABLE  H. 

Deratisation  Certificates  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during  the  year. 


Net  Tonnage. 

No.  of 
Ships. 

No. 

of  Deratisation  Ce 

rtificates  Issued. 

No.  of 
Deratisation 
Exemption 
Certificates 
Issued. 

Total 

Certificates 

Issued. 

After 

'umigation  with 

After 

Trapping, 

Poisoning, 

etc. 

Total. 

H.C.N. 

Sulphur. 

H.C.N. 

and 

Sulphur. 

Ships  up  to  300  tons  ... 

73 

73 

73 

,,  from  301  tons  to  1,000  tons 

166 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

166 

166 

„ „ LC01  ,,  3,000  „ 

82 

2 

4 

— 

— 

6 

76 

82 

,,  „ 3,001  ,,  10,000  „ 

66 

19 

2 

— 

— 

21 

45 

66 

,,  over  10,000  t.on9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

387 

21 

6 

— 

— 

27 

360 

387 

Number  of  certificates  issued  from  individual  ports  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Authority  : — 


Tonnage. 

Swansea. 

Neath. 

Port  Talbot. 

Llanelly. 

Totals. 

Ships  up  to  300  tons 

40 

4 

16 

13 

73 

,,  from  301  tons  to 

1,000  tons  ... 

118 

1 

35 

12 

166 

„ „ 1001  „ „ 

3,000  

69 

— 

13 

— 

82 

„ „ 3001  „ „ 

10,000  „ 

62 

— 

4 

— 

66 

,,  over  10,000  tons 

— 

— 

— 

- 

TOTALS  

289 

5 

68 

25 

387 

INSPECTION  OF  VESSELS. 

5,081  vessels  were  inspected  at  the  ports  under  your  jurisdiction,  this  being  a decrease  of  809  vessels 
when  compared  with  last  year.  British  vessels  totalled  3,656  and  Foreign  1,425,  the  former  representing 
a decrease  of  577,  whilst  the  latter  showed  a decrease  of  232  when  compared  with  the  respective  figures 
for  1937. 

The  total  number  reported  to  be  defective  was  678,  defects  being  remedied  on  646.  Nuisances  and 
defects  found  on  vessels  inspected,  numbered  1,246,  of  which  1,116  were  remedied,  and  in  addition  1,153 
verminous  and  dirty  beds  were  destroyed.  128  informal  notices  and  550  verbal  instructions  were  issued  ; 
and  in  order  to  enforce  compliance  with  these  notices  and  to  investigate  cases  of  sickness,  it  necessitated 
731  re-visits  being  made  by  your  Inspectors. 
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Number  of  vessels  inspected,  British  and  Foreign,  at  the  respective  ports,  together  with  the  number 


of  nuisances  and  defects  dealt  with  and  the  total  populations  : — 


District. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

. 1. 

Number  of  Nuisances 
and  Defects  dealt  with. 

Number  of  persons 
on  board  vessels 
inspected. 

British. 

Foreign. 

Total. 

SWANSEA 

2,766 

957 

3,723 

871 

69,442 

NEATH  

177 

43 

220 

48 

2,034 

PORT  TALBOT  

679 

425 

1,104 

327 

17,898 

PORTHCAWL  

34 

— 

34 

— 

899 

TOTALS  

3,656 

1,425 

5,081 

1,246 

90,273 

NATIONALITY  OF  VESSELS  INSPECTED. 


Nationality. 

S\ 

FANSE^ 

L 

NEATH 

POR 

T TALE 

.OT. 

POI 

1THCAWL. 

Steam 

Sail 

Total 

Steam 

Sail 

Total 

Steam 

Sail 

Total 

Steam 

Sail 

Total 

Belgian 

45 

— 

45 

1 

— 

1 

36 

— 

36 







British 

2,618 

148 

2,766 

170 

7 

177 

672 

7 

679 

34 

— 

34 

Chinese  ... 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Danish 

86 

— 

86 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Danzig  Free  State 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dutch 

124 

— 

124 

35 

— 

35 

59 

— 

59 

— 

— 

— 

Egyptian... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eireann  ... 

4 

1 

5 

2 

3 

5 

4 

4 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Esthonian 

59 

..... 

59 

— 

— 

— 

46 

— 

46 



— 



Finnish 

30 

— 

30 

— 

. 

— 

12 

— 

12 

— 



French 

89 

25 

114 

— 

— 

— 

84 

5 

89 

— 

— 

— 

Herman  ... 

27 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Creek 

28 

— 

28 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

11 

— 

— 



Hungarian 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Icelandic 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Italian 

33 

— 

33 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Japanese 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jugo-Slavian 

22 

— 

22 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Latvian  ... 

19 

— 

19 

1 

— 

i 

' 8 

— 

8 

— 

— 



Norwegian 

188 

— 

188 

1 

— 

i 

55 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

Panaman  ian 

4 

— 

4 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Peruvian 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





Polish 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





Portuguese 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Roumanian 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Spanish 

1 

— 

1 

■ — 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

Swedish  ... 

155 

— 

155 

— 

— 

— 

55 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

U.S.A 

2 

— 

2 







— 







' 

U.S.S.R.  

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

3,549 

174 

3,723 

210 

10 

220 

1,088 

16 

1,104 

34 

— 

34 

HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES. 

TABLE  J. 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality  of  Vessel. 


BRITISH 


Number 
inspected 
during  the  year. 


3,656 


1,425 


Defects  of 
original 
construction. 


Structural  defects 
through  wear  and  tear. 


Dirt,  vermin  and 
other  conditions 
prejudicial  to  health. 


407 


73 


568 


198 


OTHER  NATIONS 
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NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH. 


Nature  of  nuisance  or  defect. 

Swansea. 

Neath. 

Port 

Talbot. 

Porthcawl. 

Total. 

Forecastles,  berths,  cleaned,  painted,  etc. 

192 

13 

36 

241 

Water  closets,  ditto 

50 

7 

39 

— 

96 

Peaks  cleaned  and  painted  ... 

— 



1 

— 

1 

Damp  quarters  caused  by  leaking  decks  over  berths  unlined  iron 
decks  over  berths  and  defective  wood  lining 

29 

1 

12 

42 

Insufficient  ventilation  of  crews’  snaees 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  ventilators  in  ditto 

4 

1 

1 



6 

Insufficient  lighting  ; defective  side  ports  ; deck  prisms,  etc. 

101 

20 

5+ 

— 

175 

Ships’ gear  kept  in  crews’ spaces 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Defective  bulkheads  and  ticors  in  crews’  spaces  and  W.C’s.  . . 

5 

__ 

2 

— 

7 

Foul  accumulations  on  decks  and  quays 

59 

24 

— 

83 

Defective  or  dirty  food-lockers 

7 

— 

6 

— 

13 

Defective  cable  chain  casing  in  forecastle  or  defective  or  dirty 
alleyways,  companionways 

3 







3 

Defective  and  dirty  bunks  in  forecastles 

20 



15 

— 

35 

Defective  and  dirty  cooks’  galleys 

5 

— 

_ 

— 

5 

Defective  and  dirty  vegetable  lockers,  pantries,  food-bins,  etc. 

3 

— 



— 

3 

Insufficient  heating  ; defective  stoves  and  stove-pipes,  radiators, 
etc. 

59 

4 

22 

_ 

85 

Defective  forecastle  and  berth  doors 

13 

1 

10 

— 

24 

Ships’ gear  kept  in  W.C.’s,  bathrooms,  etc. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  drainage  in  forecastles  and  berths 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Verminous  forecastles  and  berths 

211 

1 

36 

— 

248 

Leaking  hawse-pipe  in  forecastles 

8 

— 

6 

— 

14  ' 

Dirty  messrooms,  bathrooms,  lavatories  and  wash-houses 

20 

— 

4 

— 

24 

Defective  skylight  in  forecastles 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  cabin  and  forecastle  staircase 



— 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  drainage,  seats,  doors,  ventilation,  pans,  troughs, 
flushing,  light,  soil  pipes,  etc.,  in  W.C’s. 

80 



46 

— 

126 

Ballast  tank  leaking  into  forecastles  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  wash-hand  basins  and  waste-pipes 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

871 

48 

327 

— 

1,246 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

(1)  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  ( Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937  ; the  Public  Health  ( Imported 
Milk)  Regulations,  1926,  and  the  Public  Health  ( Preservatives , etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1927. 


Food  Imports. 

At  the  fish  market  159,24-8  cwts.  of  mixed  fish,  chiefly  from  the  fishing  grounds  off  the  Irish  Coast 
were  landed.  The  fish  landed  was  inspected  daily  and  found  to  be  of  good  quality.  All  unsold  fish  and 
offal  were  removed  daily  to  the  offal  factory  to  be  converted  into  fish  manure,  etc. 


Other  imports  were  grain,  cereals,  sugar,  potatoes,  lard,  canned  and  preserved  goods.  All  were 
found  in  good  condition,  other  than  small  quantities  being  damaged  by  sea  or  other  causes.  All  unsound 
food  withheld  from  human  consumption  was,  with  a few  exceptions,  disposed  of  locally,  or  otherwise  dealt 
with.  When  sent  to  another  district  the  medical  officer  of  health  for  the  district  concerned  was  notified. 


Amount  of  unsound  foodstuffs  dealt  with  : — 


Description. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs 

How  disposed  of. 

Description,  Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

How  disposed 

Currants 

..0 

..4  .. 

1 

..  24 

Destroyed. 

Jellied  Veal 

0 . 

1 

1 

...  16 

Destroyed. 

Fish  (wet ) 

2 

..  15  .. 

0 

..  0 

do. 

Potatoes 

5 

..  12 

0 

...  0 

Sold  for  pig  food. 

Fish  (wet) 

..  6 

7 

1 

..  0 

Withheld  from  sale 

Quaker  Oats 

0 . 

..  3 

1 

16 

Destroyed. 

and  destroyed. 

Tomatoes  (canned) 

0 

..  1 

2 

...  6 

do. 

Fish  (dried) 

..  0 . 

..  6 .. 

1 

..  0 

Destroyed. 

Wheat 

2 

..  13 

..  i 

...  9 

do. 

Fruit  (canned) 

..  0 

.17 

3 . 

. 16 

do. 

TOTAL 

19  . 

2 

2 

...  3 

Seven  statutory  notices  were  served  on  importers  to  destroy  unsound  foodstuffs. 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IMPORTED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1926. 

No  milk,  to  which  the  above  regulations  apply,  was  imported. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  ETC.,  IN  FOOD)  REGULATIONS,  1925  to  1927. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  above  regulations. 

(2)  Shell-fish, 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELL-FISH)  REGULATIONS,  1934. 

Oyster  Fishery. — The  Mumbles  Oyster  Fishery  was  only  dredged  over  a limited  area,  the  total 
landings  being  under  2,000.  The  Fishery  is  discontinued  at  present.  The  samples  of  Oysters  submitted 
for  bacteriological  test  was  unsatisfactory.  These  oysters  were  on  the  foreshore  (perches)  at  Southend 
for  upwards  of  a week  before  being  sent  for  test. 

No  information  is  therefore  available  as  to  the  pollution  in  respect  of  the  deep  water  beds.  The 
bye-law  covering  the  extensive  area  to  prevent  dredging,  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  sewer  discharge,  expires 
this  year. 

(3)  Number  of  samples  of  food  examined  by  : — 

(a)  Bacteriologist.  ( b ) Analyst, 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  submit  samples  of  food  to  either  the  bacteriologist  or  the  analyst. 


THE  PARROTS  (PROHIBITION  OF  IMPORT)  REGULATIONS,  1930. 


Vessels  arriving  with  parrots  on  board  : — 


Date. 

Name  of  Vessel. 

No.  of 
Parrots. 

Date. 

Name  of  Vessel. 

No.  of 
Parrots. 

1938 
Mar.  4 

*Marvia,  s.s. 

2 

1938 

Aug.  3 

*Niobe,  s.s. 

1 

22 

* Rosenberg,  s.s. 

1 

Sept.  19 

*S.N.A.  9.  s.s. 

2 

April  11 

Tregarthen,  s.s. 

1 

Oct.  24 

*S.N.A.  9,  s.s.  

2 

May  17 

Giralda,  s.s. 

1 

Nov.  7 

*Teti  Nomicos,  s.s.  ... 

5 

July  1 

Prins  Frederik  Henrik,  s.s. 

1 

Dec.  5 

*Isolda,  m.v.  ... 

i 

„ 21 

*Isolda,  m.v. 

1 

* A rrived  at  Port  Talbot, 


In  all  cases  notices  were  served  prohibiting  the  importation,  and  forbidding  their  removal  other 
than  for  exportation.  A written  undertaking  not  to  import  the  parrots  was  given  in  each  case. 


* 


